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Summer time is fast approaching, and the end of another special year at 

Little Graces is almost upon us.  Thank you to everyone for helping make 

this a year graced with friendship, love and learning.  I hope that the 

summer months will find you savoring the moments and creating many 

special memories to share with us in the fall. 
 

When you look at a patch of dandelions, do you see a bunch of weeds that are going 
to take over your yard?  

Our Little Graces see flowers for Mom/Teacher and blowing white fluff you can 
wish on.  

When you look at someone homeless and he smiles at you, do you see a dirty person 
who probably wants money and look away?  

Our Little Graces see someone smiling at them and they smile back.  
When you hear music you love but know you can't carry a tune and don't have much 

rhythm, do you sit self -consciously and listen?  
Our Little Graces feel the beat and move to it. They sing out the words. If 

they don't know them, they make up their own.  
When you feel wind on your face, do you brace yourself against it and feel it messing 

up your hair?  
Our Little Graces close their eyes, spread their arms and fly with it, until they 

fall to the ground laughing.  
When you pray, do you say thee and thou and grant me this, give me that?  

Our Little Graces say, "Hi God! Thanks for my toys and my friends. Please keep 
the bad dreams away tonight. Sorry, I don't want to go to Heaven yet. I would 

miss my Mommy and Daddy and teachers and friends."  
When you see a mud puddle do you step around it thinking about muddy shoes and 

dirty carpets?  
Our Little Graces sit in it. They see dams to build, rivers to cross, and worms 

to play with.  
I wonder if we are given kids to teach or to learn from? No wonder God loves the 

little children!  
Enjoy the little things in life, for one day you may look back and realize they were 

the big things.  
I wish you Big Mud Puddles and Sunny Yellow Dandelions at LG and Everyday!!!  

"Look at everything as though you are seeing it for the first time, with eyes of a 
child, fresh with wonder." ~Joseph Cornell  

Have a safe and healthy summer filled with many moments of wonder, 

Mrs. A 

 

Little Graces Preschool & Kindergarten  

Little Grace Vine Volume 7, Issue 7  

May 2010  
May 1--  2nd Kindergarten Tuition In-
stallment Due; Preschool Tuition DUE if 
paying year in full 
 

May 6-7--LG Closed for Art Show (May 
6= School Day for K & May 7= School 
Day for 2-day and K) 
 

May 6--LG Spirit Day at Warrenton 
Bowling Alley, 10-12 
 

May 12 & 13--LG Spirit Night at Chiliõs 
 

May 13 --òBananasó Nutrition Puppet 
Show (L.A.M.B. Program) 
 

May 16 --LG Family Service Sunday, 
9:00 
 

May 18 --3-Day End of Year Program 
and Picnic  (L.A.M.B. Program) 
 

May 19 --2-Day End of Year Program 
and Picnic (L.A.M.B. Program)  *last 
day for Fish Class   
 

May 20 --Last Day 3-day 
 

May21 --PK Graduation, 9:30 & Last 
Day 2-day Cubs  (L.A.M.B. Program) 
 

May 24-28--K classes only in session 
 

May 28 --K Rising Up Play and Cere-
mony  (L.A.M.B. Program) 
June 1-4, 7-11, 14-18 & July 19-23= LG 
Summer Camps!! 
Sat., August 21= LG Playground Polish-
ing Day from 8:00-12:00 

Second Hand Graces ñ This month we are collecting new and gently used childrenõs summer clothes.   Your donations make it 

possible for members of our community to keep warm in these cold winter months.  Please bring your donation to the Clock Tower and 

Keep up those friendships and 
form new ones over the summer.  
Summer Play dates on Tuesday 
mornings at 10:00 at Northern 
County Park in Marshall .  
Wear your LG shirts to 
help other LG families 
recognize you!  
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FUN FAIR BIG WINNERS  
 

Fun Fair $100 Raffle ñAbuelita Schuett  
 

2010 -2011 Priority Parking Spot ñSowden Family  
 

Mystery Box ñThe Mannix Family (we are sure they will enjoy the get 
away to Charlottesville for an overnight stay in a local inn, a sports car to drive to a local winery and more!) 

 

Fun Fair Raffle Winners for Class Mascot  
Cubs:  Luke Allen   Fishies : Anna Phillips  

Bears: Jordan Savage   Turtles : Audrey Hall  

Honeybees: Grace Sheldonõ Frogs : Zachary Gruninger  

Dragonflies : Caeli Sechrist  Monkeys : Tyee Ambrosh  
Owls:  Ashley Nickerson  

After -School Enrichment 

Program 

We are making plans for our 

2010-2011 school year, so 

please let us know if you have 

ideas for other classes or have 

a talent that youôd like to share 

with our Little Graces.  We are 

always inter-

ested in new 

ideas for 

classes.   

òKUDOSó   A special thank you toé 

1. The TEAM of Little Graceôs Staff and Families who helped make our Fun Fair a success.  Thanks to families for contributing 
items to our auction baskets (wow, what amazing things the baskets were filled with this year!!), volunteering to work, bringing 

in baked goods, and coming out to support this fundraiser.  Thanks to our dedicated staff who shared baked goods and volunteered 

long hours at the fun fair. 

2. The following ladies who provided numerous hours of their time to plan and organize the Fun Fair this year:  A heartfelt thank 

you goes out to the following people who have gone above and beyond to make this day a big success:  Beth Kirk (thanks for your 

incredible hard work, many hours of time, organization and leadership- AMAZING!), Holly Murray (Concessions and Bake Sale), 

Becky Crowne, Beth Kirk and Susan Blackwell (advertising), Wendy Miller (class baskets), Becki Ryder (volunteer coordinators), 

Elisa Turner (events planning), The Room Moms for organizing class baskets, the Silent Auction Committee Members for many 

hours canvassing local businesses and assisting with organizing and program support (Melanie Apesa, Nicole Lynch, Michelle Sow-

den).. Thanks for all of your hard work and for always sharing a smile! 

3. The Room Moms who have helped coordinate parent volunteers for various events throughout the year.  Thank you for your 

help and suggestions. 

4. The many parents who have helped out as substitutes in our classrooms or given their time to help with school projects through-

out the year or helped us cover the entry door at pick up all year long.  It means a lot to know that everyone works together as a 

TEAM to make our school the very best for our children! 

5. The Office Support Crew who helped us accomplish many tasks that we simply could not get to an a regular basis.  We truly 

appreciate the time you dedicated to helping us stay organized and on top of things: Minelli, Sims, Phillips, Harley, Bresnahan, Do-

cherty, Donohoe, Mason, Gruninger, K. Brown, Allen, Ambrosh, & Rush 

6. An ñearthyò thank you to Becky Crowne for organizing our Little Graces Recycling Program. We have made a tremendous re-
duction in our throw away trash, and our huge efforts to reduce, reuse and recycle have definitely made a difference in reducing our 

carbon footprint on this wonderful world God has created for us.  Thanks to the following families/Little Graces Recycling Crew for 

your help in transporting our bags to the recycling center each week: Crowne, Ryder, Thomas, Rush, Miller, Ly, Murray, Kirk & 

Palmer/Szuszczewicz 

7. A great big, special thank you to the anonymous donor of the new Keurig coffee maker to the Little Gracesô 
staff.  We love it!!  

Volunteer Family Appreciation Tea  
ñAll that we send into the lives of others comes back into our own.ò Thanks to the many who attended our day of 

THANKS to our wonderful volunteers.  We truly appreciate the hard work and dedication to making Little Graces a 

truly special place to grow and learn.  We hope you enjoyed the beautiful thank yous from the kids, the delicious 

treats and the wonderful presentations the children shared to showcase some of the fun skills they had learned this year.  

We put all of our volunteers names into our last Priority Parking drawing for the year.  The month of May Priority 

Parking Space goes to The Sheldon Family!!  Also, congratulations to the following families for being the 

winners of the April Volunteer Drawings:  Mirkay, Estrella, Alipio, Kirk, & Alipio  
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2 Day Fish  
We are having so much fun in the Fish class Iôm getting 
very sad to see the end of the year coming up so 
quickly!   The children are making wonderful progress 
with writing their names and letter formation.   We have 
started working on patterns, mostly ABAB and are seeing 
great leaps in independence with our arts and crafts pro-

jects and morning work.    Weôve spent a lot of time talk-
ing about the changes that occur during spring, bugs, 
earth day and recycling and the children are having a 
blast playing in the sand table.   Please be on the lookout 
for information on our end of the year program as we 
hope everyone will be able to make it to this special 

event.  Liz Cheney & Tammie Mirkay  

 
2 Day Cubs & 3 Day Bears  

Hello Cubs and Bears!  WOW, it is almost May -where has 
the time gone?  We have been so busy and learning so 
much.   The Cubs are working on letter K,O,S & B.  The 
Cubs are doing a great job and growing.   They had a 

great time learning about dinosaurs, springtime and 
planting plants and looking for bugs.  
 
The Bears are also doing a great job.   We have been 
learning lot of new things as well.   We have introduced 
Center Time in the class and the children love the chance 
to rotate to different areas in the room.   We also talked 

about dinosaurs, Earth day and planting flowers in the 
garden.   Thank you to all the moms and dads that helped 

with the field trip, the children had great fun.   Big Bear 
Hugs!  
Ms. Dresden, Amy Wright, Kim Hall & Kathy Jones  
 

3 Day Turtles  
It's hard to believe we are starting our last month of 
school; the year has flown by and our Turtles have really 
come out of their shells!!   April was a wonderful month; 
we had fun hunting for Easter eggs, digging for dinosaur 
bones, spotting signs of   Spring and celebrating Mother 
Earth!   We had an awesome field trip; thanks to all our 

parents who could join us --- what great pizza chefs we 
have!!!  
  
We have lots of fun activities and year -end surprises 

planned for May. Although we are excited that our Turtles 
are moving up to Pre -K, we will truly miss each and 
every one of them! It has been a wonderful group of chil-

dren and an incredible year!!!!  Susie Parry & Jill Dixon  
 

Pre - K Dragonflies, Frogs, Honeybees & Owls  
The Pre -K classes had a whirlwind month of April! The 
early heatwave put everyone in the mood for spring and 
we enjoyed lots of outdoor time!  We welcomed spring 

and learned about how the earth wakes up.  We cele-
brated new life, learned about bugs, watched caterpillars 

turn in to butterflies, and worked on our virtue of kind-
ness.  
 
One of our April highlights was talking about how won-
derful our planet earth is and all the ways we can help it 
stay healthy by reducing, reusing and recycling. Classes 
made recycling projects and enjoyed an Earth Day story-

telling presentation (a LAMB program event). Pre -K 
classes also planted flowers to help beautify the area 
around our playground.  
 
 A bittersweet note for the Pre -K classes in April is that 
there is only one month of school left! We head toward 

May knowing our current classes are moving on. So our 

remaining weeks will be spent polishing our letters, 
sounds and word knowledge and reviewing all that we'll 
need to know for next year!  Graduation is right around 
the corner...we are so proud of all that our Froggies, 
Dragonflies, Owls and Honeybees have learned through-
out this year.  Wendy Miller, Becki Ryder, Jill Dixon, Mich-

ele Gall, Kristin Baker, Judi Fossett, Debi Blase, Judy 
Waleska, Becky Simpson & Cindy Matthews  

News from the Classroom... 

 

Thank you for collecting Box 
Top for Education labels.  We 

just received $194.50 for this year.  
Keep Collecting!  
 

*Spirit Events*  
 

* Thanks for shopping at FiveBelow in 
April!  We made $24.10.  

* Join us for dinner at Chili¤s in 
Gainesville for  our last spirit night 
of the school year!  

* Our last spirit event of the year is 
a family swim day at the WARF in 
Warrenton.  You must present a 
coupon (going home in folders) to re-
ceive the reduced Little Graces 
rate.  Have fun!  
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